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Intro.  Feb. 14, 2010 was a very Special Day:


It was the Lord’s Day. It was St. Valentine’s Day. 


It was Chinese New Year Day. It was the Year of the Tiger!
A. The Features of the Oft-mentioned Tiger.

1. Its Cat Membership. 

It belongs to the Cat family, as a Lion, a leopard, a cheetah, a panther, etc. is; 

Although in many ways a tiger is similar to a lion, in other ways it is different also.

2. Its Colouration and Camouflage. 

It is striped to disguise its presence among the tall grass where it often hunts. 

Its black stripes easily merge with the background when it hunts.

3. Its Cover. 

It is a Night stalker and it hunts alone. It takes cover of the night to search for prey.

4. Its Crouching posture.

It lurks, crouches and then pounces on the victim. It is called a Man-eater.

Compare God’s Word to Cain after he had killed Abel:

Gen. 4:7

If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, 
sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.

Compare other translations of Gen. 4:7

If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is lurking at the door;
 its desire is for you, but you must master it.

NRSV
If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, 
sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.
NIV

Note: Sin could refer to a sin offering (lamb, goat, etc) nearby which Cain could use to atone for his sin, or greater sin subsequent to the current one would be ready to pounce on him further if he refused to repent.

B. The Fact of the Non-mentioned Tiger or  

Beware of Thinking what is there as not there.  

God is not mentioned in the Book of Esther, nor is Esther alluded to in the N.T. but He is there!

Consider how Esther was made queen in place of the deposed Vashti; how Modecai happened to hear of Haman’s plot to wipe out the Jews, and ultimately Haman was sent to the gallows, etc. 

Was it a chance or a coincidence or were not the events pointing to God at work behind the scenes?

Though God is not mentioned in the book of Esther, God was definitely there!

The Tiger is not mentioned in the Bible, but it is there in another guise!

The “Tiger” not there could be the Devil in Disguise wanting us to believe that he does not exist. 

But he is there and he is real!

The “Tiger” is the Devil in Disguise, and the Devil is the Master of Disguises. Consider the following.

1. In General, beware of the Devil in Disguise.

Be sober, be vigilant.
I Pet. 5:8
a. He is like a Roaring Lion Seeking His victims.
I Pet. 5:8


Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 

walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:


b. He is in His servants as Ravening Wolves in Sheep’s clothing.
Matt. 7:15


Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

c. He is the Red Dragon Persecuting the Seed.
Rev. 12:3, 9, 13


The great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan.
d. He is in the Revived Beast Standing against the Saints.
Rev. 13:1-7

He is like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion.

Note: the various “animal” disguises of the Devil in the above!

2. In Particular, beware of the Devil in Disguise as a roaring lion.  
I Pet. 5:8

He is the Tiger not mentioned in Scripture, but his ways are there.

	
	a)  The Tiger
	b) The Devil – I Pet. 5:8

your adversary the devil

	i. 
	It is a member of the Cat Family.
	a lion (a member of the Cat’s Family)

	ii. 1
	It is striped to disguise its presence.
	as a roaring lion

	iii. .
	It hunts among the tall grass.
	walketh about

	iv. .
	It is a Loner – a Night-stalker.
	Seeking

	v. .
	It is a Man-eater.
	whom he may devour

	The Tiger is the Devil in Disguise as a Lion.


Let us therefore consider what the Slothful/Sluggard has to say about such lions 

in the field (context) of our going out to serve the Lord.


Note: Slothful and Sluggard are from the same Hebrew word and refer to the same category of persons.

Literally, 'atsel = indolent:--slothful, sluggard.

Strong

C.
The Fake Non-existent Lion/s or 

Beware of Saying What is Not there as being there.  
1. It is not in the Streets, but the Slothful says A Lion is there.



The Slothful saith, “There is a lion outside, I shall be slain in the streets.”

Pro. 22:13

a. The Slothful has a seemingly Reasonable Excuse for not Serving.


There is a lion in the way; therefore, he should not Run the Risk....

i. Of Spending too much time in the Lord’s Service until he has none for his family.

ii. Of Spending too much money in the Lord’s Service until he is short of money. 

b. The Slothful has a “dignified” “Royal” Excuse.

If you can get the king of beasts to apologise for your idleness 

there is a sort of royalty about your pretenses.  - CH Spurgeon

i. The Time is not yet opportune
- wait, just for a little while.
Pro. 6:9-10

How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep?

Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep:
ii. One Turn more in bed please. 
- wait, I’ll take my turn later, but he never will.  Pro. 26:14; 24:33, 34

As the door turneth upon his hinges, so doth the slothful upon his bed.
The door can make many turns on its hinges, but it never goes anywhere!
iii. The Task does not yet fit 
- wait, at the moment it is beyond me.
Pro. 26:15

The slothful hideth his hand in his bosom; it grieveth him to bring it again to his mouth.
KJV
The lazy person buries a hand in the dish, and is too tired to bring it back to the mouth.
NRSV

He is so lazy that he refuses even to lift the food from the plate to put it into his mouth.
c. The Slothful can yet Reason Excellently.
The “Reasonableness” of his Excuses is better than the Reasoning of seven wise men.
Pro. 26:16


The sluggard is wiser in his own conceit than seven men that can render a reason.


He is Slothful…
i. Yet his Tongue works Overtime.
“He saith....”

Pro. 22:13

The man who is lazy all over is generally very busy with his tongue.

Cf.  Neh. 4:10
- Judah said....; 4:11 - Our adversaries said....; 

 4:12
- The Jews who dwelt by them said....; Ct.  Neh. 4:14
- I (Nehemiah)...said......

ii. Yet his Thinking (Imagination) is not idle.

· His Lion is not Realistic - Lions cannot be found in the streets.

· His Lion is not Authentic - his objection was not to a lion in the way; 


he objected to being in the way himself.  
Ct. Gen. 24:27; Pro. 3:6

iii. Yet he Took great pains to escape from Pains (working out all the above excuses.)

2. They are not in Sight, but the Sluggard now says there are Two Lions.


The Sluggard says, "There is a lion in the road! There is a lion in the streets!"
Pro. 26:13, NRSV

a. The Explanation and the Excuse.
It is too risky and he is no lion-tamer or lion-killer.

i. He is not Samson 
- a man of great Power.
Jud. 14:5, 6

ii. He is not David  
- a man of great Faith
I Sam. 17:34-37

iii. He is not Daniel 
- a man of great Prayer.
Dan. 6:22 cf. 9:3ff

b. The Exaggeration and the Embellished fear.



The Sluggard says, "There is a lion in the road, a fierce lion roaming the streets!


It is now a fierce lion. “I shall be slain in the street.”
  Pro. 26:13, NIV

i. The Exaggeration: (Heb. implies lion was a fierce lion.) It might just be:-

· A Pal he might have to Part with.
Cf. Jas. 4:4

· A Practice to give up.

· A Path to walk away from.

ii. And the Embellished Fear (I shall be slain in the streets.)

· Of Survival when one is Committed.
Jas. 1:2-5

He is fearful of trials and persecutions.

· Of Suffering for Christ.
Phil. 3:7-10

That I may know Him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship
 of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;
· Of being Singled-out for Contempt… (He dared not stand alone)

· He forgot David’s and Daniel’s God.
See (a) above.

· He forgot the Destination of the redeemed of God.

Isa 35:8, 9


And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; 
the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, 
though fools, shall not err therein. No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, 
it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there:
· He forgot the Despot, the Lion of the tribe of Judah.
He sits Enthroned 
Rev. 5:5, 6


behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book.


The imaginary lion is his excuse for not serving.



Cf. Josh. 24:14-16



 Choose you this day whom ye will serve… but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.
CHALLENGE:

If there is a Lion without, is there no lion within?

If you serve Christ and suffer, you will surely suffer if you do not serve Christ.

You need the Lion of Judah within to counter the Lion, your disguised Tiger and Adversary, without.

3. There are only Two Lions in Scripture and the Lord’s Servants know the Two that are real. 

a.
The Tiger-Lion who is the Disguised Devil - he is our Adversary.
I Pet. 5:8


He is the Tiger in our Lives who Helps us Conceive the lions in our Mind. 

Beware of this Tiger-Lion who is the Devil in Disguise:

i. Furnishing our Imagination with Excuses for not Serving.

ii. Making our Iniquity Eliminate us from not Serving.

iii. Making our Indifference to Exempt us from not Serving.

b.
The True Lion Who is Jesus, the Lion of Judah -  He is our Advocate.
Rev. 5:5 cf. I Jn. 2:2


The Lion of Judah sits Enthrones and He is in Control. 

Let us Worship Him. Let us Work for Him.

He is the One Who has Conquered the Tiger-lion 

and will Help us Conquer the other lions – the tigers in our lives.  

Rom. 8:37 

Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

Con.
In the Year of the Tiger, will you be trying to find Tiger Excuses in not serving the Lord? 

Will there be one lion, two lions or perhaps even more lions in your way, 

so that you cannot go straight to the vineyard to serve as co-labourers with God?  I Cor. 3:9 

Remember God has promised that there will be no lion in His Highway.
Isa. 35:8-10

And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness;
 the unclean shall not pass over it;…

No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; 
but the redeemed shall walk there:

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

I being in the way, the Lord led me.  Gen. 24:27
Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass. Psa. 37:5


In God’s future Kingdom, when the Lion of Judah reigns…
Isa. 11:6, 7

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb… and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together;

…their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

In this Year of the Tiger, can we say: as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD?
Josh. 24:15
Wishing you All (esp. the Chinese brethren) 

A Blessed and Bountiful Year of Peace, Prosperity (Josh. 1:8) and Productivity 

in the Lord in this Year of the Tiger.
SAGH (24 Jan); IGGC (31 Jan); BRGH (14 Feb); SNGH (28 Feb); BMGC (7 Mar); BWGC (14 Mar)


SS2GC (11 ) April


THE  YEAR  OF THE  TIGER


14 February, 2010


By KC Ung
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